drainage, while requiring familiarity with its practice and application, is believed by Angus to be of great value in the diagnosis of disease of the gall-bladder.
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December 23, 1938 Influeinza exhaustive study of benign tumours of the larynx treated at the Mayo Clinic during the past thirty years. The total number of patients was 722, as against 1,100 patients with malignant disease of the larynx. The authors divide benign laryngeal growths into two primary groups-neoplastic and non-neoplastic tumours-the neoplastic group being again subdivided into tumours of epithelial origin, those derived from connective tissue elements, and cysts. The non-neoplastic group are mostly inflammatory (leucoplakia, prolapse of ventricle, etc.). The site of predilection for benign tumours of the larynx is the vocal cords. If multiple papilloma scattered throughout the larynx were excluded, benign tumoLIrs were ten times more frequent on the vocal cords than in all other parts of the larynx. The best treatment for papilloma, in the authors' opinion, is diathermy with a fine electrode.
Acoutstic Motor Reactions.-This is a study of the reflex muscular response which is obtained when a pistol shot is fired near the head, and called collectively the ' startle pattern.' The eye blink (cochleo-palpebral reflex) is obtainable in all persons with normal hearing, except a few epileptic, psychotic, or unconscious patients. The degree of spread and intensity of reaction is probably determined by several factors. The occurrence of the eye blink in persons who are practically deaf (including deaf-mutes) proves that this reflex cannot be used to discover simulation.
Otosclerosis.-The author argues that in all hy potheses of otoscierosis there runs the basic idea of a congenital deficiencv. Therefore a knowledge of the development of the periotic capsule and how it differs from normal bone elsewher-e in the body is fundamental to an understanding of this disease. Tuberculosis of Livser anid Spleeni andt Mvyelocvytic Reaction.---On the basis of two carefully studied cases the authors show that a m\elocytic reaction is observed when the haematopoietic system is severely damaged by tuberculosis. In cases where the lung involvement is slight, confusion in diagnosis may arise from acute mxeloc\ tic anaemia or pernicious anaemia. Acuite Con jullctivilis.-The Hay dens describe a diplococcus obtained from the post-nasal space of many hospital patients which bears a close resemblance culturally to the meningococcus (Group 2), and also, to a lesser degree, to the gonococcus. Complement-fixation and agglutination tests suggest that all three belong to the same group, and it appears that there is a real danger of cross-fixation occturring in complement-fixation tests for gonorrhoea. Bile-salt Circiulationi.-Under fasting conditions about 95 per cent. of the total bile salt of the body is contained in the gallbladder. After feeding the gall-bladder bile enters the intestine and the bile salts are absorbed, chiefly from the ileum but also from the duodenum and jejunum, whereupon a great rise in the concentration of bile salts in the hepatic bile takes place. Secretin behaves as a hydrogogtue-that is to say, it increases the volume of bile secreted, but has no effect on the total content of cholic acid in the bile.
Oestrogenic Activity.-After using a large variety of natural and synthetic oestrogenic compounds, the authors conclude that the function of these substances is to enter into a series of reaction systems. The reactions leading to uterine effects demand a somewhat specific structural configuration, but the vaginal effect may be brought about by substances which differ rather widely in chemical structure.
Urine Formnation.-This is a review of the evidence for the hypothesis that, the formation of urine depends upon the separation from the blood of an undifferentiated filtrate by the glomeruli, followed by a selective reabsorption by the cells of the tubules of the glucose, amino acids, and salts which the body cannot afford to lose. 
